 “My Name” Project

Conversation Questions:  Names 

· What is your full name?

· Are nicknames common in your culture?  Do you have a nickname? If so, what is it? How did you get it? Do you like it? 

· Does your name have a meaning? If so, what does it mean?

· How did your parents choose your name? 

· Do you have a middle name?

· Are you happy with your name? If not, why not?  If you could change your name, would you?  What name would you choose?

· Do you have children?  If so, what are their names and how did you choose them?  If you do not have children and you plan to in the future, what names do you think you will give them?

· What are some of the most common names for males and females in your country? In the U.S.?

· What are the most common surnames (last names) in your country?  How about in the U.S.?

· What is the most unusual name you have ever heard? 

· In your opinion, what is the most beautiful name for a female? 

· What is the best name for a male? 

· Are there any names you absolutely hate? If so, what are they? Why do you hate them?

· Do you think names shape our personality? To what degree? 

· Does a person’s name affect your first impression of that person?  Give examples.

· In your culture, when you introduce yourself, does the last name (surname) come first or the first name? 

· In schools and workplaces in your country, do people usually address one another by first or last name?

· What are some titles people use in your country (Mr., Mrs., Ms., Sir, Dr., etc.) and when are they used?

· Do you know of any cultural traditions about names from your country or other countries?  For example, does a woman keep her maiden (father’s last name) when she marries, or does she take her husband’s last name, or does she hyphenate the two last names (for example:  Lopez-Smith)?  How about children?  Whose last name do they take?

· In your culture, how are children’s names chosen?  Is it common to name children after relatives?  Do names have religious, historical, or regional/local significance?

· Does your family have a tradition about names?  For example, are there any names that are passed down from one generation to the next?

· Do you think it is okay to give pets human names? What is the most popular name for a dog in your country? How about cats?

Write a short paragraph about your name and how it relates to your identity.  Then create a PowerPoint presentation based on your paragraph. Use the Internet sites provided by the teacher to find information about the meaning of your name.
Paragraph Outline

· Format:  include a heading with your name, class, the date, and the assignment;; indent the first line; double space; use good margins

· Title:  My Name or some other appropriate title centered on the top line

· Paragraph Body:  Answer the following questions in complete sentences:
1. What is your first name?  ________________________________________________

2. What does your name mean in your language and/or other languages? 

______________________________________________________________________

From what country/countries does your name come from?  What is the origin?

______________________________________________________________________

3. Interview your parents or family members: 
How did you get your name? ______________________________________________  

Who named you?  ______________________________________________________ 

Why was this name chosen for you? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Are you named after someone famous or someone in your family or someone else?  If so, who? _____________________________________________________________?

4. (Optional) – Who are famous people who have the same name as you do?

_____________________________________________________________________

5. Do you like your name?  Does your name match you (your identity, personality)?  Why or why not?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. What does your name make you think of?  Why?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. If you could change your name to any other name, would you?  If yes, what is the name you would choose and why?  If not, why not?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(EXAMPLE)  
Kristi Reyes
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Level 6 ESL

Name Paragraph

My Name


My first name is Kristin, a variation of the name Christina.  Kristin was the name of a 17th Century Swedish queen who was interested in arts and philosophy.  She gave up being a queen so that she could become Catholic.  Like Queen Kristin, I also like arts and philosophy.  Similarly, I believe that people must stand up for their beliefs even if they have to make some sacrifices.  When I asked my mom what made her choose my name, she said that she simply liked it, and it was a typical Norwegian name.  My great-grandparents immigrated to this country in the 1800s from Norway, a northern European, Scandinavian country.  My mother also said that the other names she considered naming me were “Ursula” and “Sasha.”  Thank goodness she chose Kristin! I do not really like the name Kristin because to me it sounds too serious, so since elementary school I have used the shorter version, Kristi. This name to me sounds more fun, cheerful, and energetic than Kristin. Kristi is like sun streaming in the window early in the morning.  It is like the feeling of jumping in a pool of crystal, cool water on a hot summer day.  It is like driving a car by yourself for the very first time. Would I ever consider changing my name?  As mentioned, I already have shortened it from Kristin to Kristi, and I think that has made a big difference in who I am.  I do not think I would ever change my name to some other name.  Kristi is who I am and who I always will be in my heart, mind, and soul.

Organization for your PowerPoint Presentation

With instructor guidance, make a PowerPoint slideshow with 6 – 7 slides with the following information, based on your paragraph:

Slide 1 / Introduction:  Introduce yourself, give your full name, and tell what you are going to talk about (My presentation is about my first name, ______, and how it identifies me.
Slide 2:   Tell about the origin / meaning of your name, from your research

Slide 3:   Tell about how you got your name, if you like it, and if it suits you and why or why not 

Slide 4:   (Optional) – Tell about any famous people who have the same name as you do

Slide 5:   Tell what your name makes you think of

Slide 6:   Conclude by answering these questions:  Would you change your name?  If so, what would you prefer?  If not, why not?  Tell anything else you would like to say about your name, thank the audience, and ask if there are questions.

Include appropriate clip art or photos from the internet for each slide.  Check your spelling and grammar!  

When you make your presentation to the class, do not read your slides. Talk naturally, using notes as needed.  

In class the instructor will show you a sample and explain how your project will be evaluated.


