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The CAP curriculum
consists of lessons
connected to the civic
action process.
Lessons 1-5 are key to
helping students
identify an issue,
problem, or policy and
to begin taking civic
actions. Lessons 6-14
provide specific
examples of ways
citizens impact public
policy and help
students develop civic
skills such as
persuasion, presenting to audiences, and deeper
policy analysis.

Civic Action Project

Through the readings and interactive classroom
activities contained in the lessons, students learn
how government content applies to policymaking at
the local level, how policy is made and can be
influenced, and strategies for effective citizenship.
The civic action process requires students to select
a problem or issue relating to policy, examine and
analyze the problem or issue, and consider and
implement civic actions to effect change. The
curriculum is designed to give teachers a range of
options for conducting the civic action process and
supports student work with requisite planning
support, guidance, content, and practical tips.

The CAP curriculum incorporates a range of
interactive learning strategies, which are central to
good classroom instruction. They include class
discussion, simulations and role-play activities—all
promising approaches outlined in the germinal The
Civic Mission of Schools report. The report identified
research-based promising approaches that promote
the development of student civic content and
capacity gains.

CAP teachers, please login to download a PDF of the
CAP Curriculum.
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The first five lessons provide students with key content and skills they need to
select an issue and begin taking civic actions. For best results, plan to teach
the first three lessons early so that students will have as much time as possible
to work on their CAPs.

Lesson 1: A Different Kind of Government Course
Lesson 2: Introduction to Public Policy

Lesson 3: Problems, Policy, and Civic Actions
Lesson 4: Introducing Policy Analysis

Lesson 5: Policymaking in the Three Branches of Government

Lessons six through nine provide specific content, skills, and examples of civic
actions that will be helpful to students as they work on their issues. The idea is
for you to choose lessons most applicable to your students’ issues and civic
actions. Most CAP teachers use Lesson 9: Persuading and students report that
this lesson was very helpful.

Lesson 6: Analyzing Anti-Gang Policies
Lesson 7: Policymaking at the Local Level
Lesson 8: Law & Policy

Lesson 9: Persuading

Lesson 10: Building Constituencies
Lesson 11: Setting the Public Agenda
Lesson 12: Using the Media

Lesson 13: Persuading Policymakers

Lesson 14: Creating Change Through the Electoral Process

Student Materials

Forms: Electronic and Pen/Paper Versions
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