
Simple Writing Rubric: "An Artifact in My Life"
	Assessment Area
	3 – Great! (Meets Goal)
	2 – Getting There (Needs Practice)
	1 – Starting (Needs Help)

	The Story & Picture (Content)
	• There is a picture of the artifact.

• The paragraph explains what the object is and why it is special to you.
	• The picture or the explanation is missing.

• The description is too short or doesn't explain why it is important.
	• Missing the picture.

• The paragraph does not talk about a special artifact.

	Paragraph Layout (Organization)
	• The first sentence states the topic clearly.

• The sentences follow a good order.

• There is a clear closing sentence at the end.
	• The paragraph is missing a clear beginning or a clear end.

• The ideas are a little confusing to follow.
	• There is no paragraph structure.

• It looks like a random list of words or phrases.

	Descriptive Words (Vocabulary)
	• Uses good color, shape, size, or feeling words.

• The reader can easily picture your artifact.
	• Uses very basic words (like good, big, nice, thing).

• Needs more descriptive words to show what it looks like.
	• Does not use words that describe the artifact.

	Sentences & Grammar
	• Sentences are complete.

• I can easily understand your meaning.

• Good use of past or present verbs.
	• There are some grammar mistakes (like word order or verb forms).

• I can still understand most of your meaning.
	• Many grammar mistakes make it very difficult to understand what you mean.

	Writing Rules (Mechanics)
	• Capital letters are used correctly (I, names, start of sentences).

• Periods (.) are at the end of sentences.

• Spelling is mostly correct.
	• Some mistakes with capital letters, periods, or spelling.

• The mistakes do not stop me from reading it.
	• Many missing periods or capitals.

• Spelling mistakes make it very hard to read.


Teacher’s Quick Score & Feedback Box
You can print this small box at the bottom of the student's paper to give them quick, encouraging feedback:
Total Score: ______ / 15
🌟 What you did great: __________________________________________________
🌱 One thing to practice for next time: _____________________________________
Why this works well for non-credit students:
· 3-Point Scale: Instead of four or five confusing columns, a simple 1-3 scale is transparent and less intimidating for non-credit learners.
· Positive Language: Using "Great," "Getting There," and "Starting" keeps motivation high, which is key for student retention in non-credit programs.
· Understandable Criteria: Replaced linguistic terms like "sensory language," "syntax," and "subordinate clauses" with friendly terms like "Descriptive Words" and "Writing Rules."
