EL Civics Extension Activities

	Conception/

competency
	Speaker
	Field Trips
	Web Sites
	Activities
	Resources

	Writing directions
	
	
	http://maps.google.com/maps

	Have one student at a time give oral directions (using a written one) to their house from your school site.

Together edit the directions.
	Google Maps



	
	
	
	http://www.ushistory.org/betsy/flagstar.html

	Reading and following written directions for making a five-point star.
	Betsy Ross Web site

	Learning where important government offices are located in the city.

Writing and giving oral directions.
	Community Resource Center speaker – available services

County special services agent
	Driving the class to important city, county, state, and federal buildings


	County

California State
Federal
These sites all have links to services.

http://maps.google.com/maps
City Web site

http://maps.google.com/maps

	Have class brainstorm services in the city they might use. Ex. Food stamps, Medical cards. Ask students where they would go to apply for these services.

Have students use a city map to write directions to specific city, county, state, and federal buildings that students would use for services.

Have students explain to the class, using an enlarged map, how to get to a specific building.

Take pictures of the buildings and have students match the building with the services.

Have one student at a time give oral directions to important city, county, state, and federal buildings while teacher is driving.


	Phone books

Google

Maps

Digital camera & PowerPoint

Phone Book

And Google Maps

	Conception/

competency
	Speaker
	Field Trips
	Web Sites
	Activities
	Resources

	American flag
	VFW representative to discuss flag etiquette
	Take class to the flag area and have them raise the flag
	http://www.usflag.org/flagetiquette.html 

http://www.ushistory.org/betsy/flagtale.html
	Read & discuss flag etiquette.

Discussion of the history of the flag of the United States.

Discussion and reading about Betsy Ross.
	US flag

	Congressional Information
	Congressional representatives
	
	http://www.congresslink.org/

	This site contains many activities and resources under Congress: Teaching It.

Have students attend a town meeting with a local congressional representative.
	

	Civil Rights
	Local representative from the NAACP
	
	http://www.justice.gov/usao/eousa/kidspage/ 
	Read and discuss information about the courtroom and what happens in court.
	

	Old forts and colonial America
	
	Visit Fort McHenry virtually to get a feel for how the soldier felt as the British navy advanced on them.
	http://johnsmilitaryhistory.com/ftmchenry.html
http://americanhistory.si.edu/starspangledbanner/ 
	Have students learn the National Anthem and read about the author and Fort McHenry.


	

	Thirteen original colonies
	
	
	http://www.virtualjamestown.org/ 

http://www.timepage.org/spl/13colony.html
http://www.chesapeake.edu/Library/EDU_101/eduhist_colonial.asp 


	Have students take a virtual walking tour of Jamestown

Students can use an unmarked map of the 13 original colonies and fill in the names.

Brainstorm information about education today in the public school – what do people study, how many textbooks, etc. Use the website to compare colonial education and literacy. Have students make a chart of comparisons.
	Maps

Newspaper

	Conception/

competency
	Speaker
	Field Trips
	Web Sites
	Activities
	Resources

	Branches of government
	Local legislators


	Visit the local courthouse

Visit another EL Civics class to share information.
	http://bensguide.gpo.gov/3-5/government/branches.html

	Discussion of the three branches of government: legislative, executive, judicial.

Divide class into three groups. Assign each group one branch of government to develop a PowerPoint that can be shared with the rest of the class or another EL Civics class. The Web site will provide very concise information.

Put on play or skit about what each branch of government does giving examples.

	MS PowerPoint software, computer, projector

	Explorers
	
	
	http://ageofex.marinersmuseum.org/ 
	Look under “Activities” in the upper right corner for ideas on using this site.


	

	Symbols of Democracy
	
	Individuals will look for these symbols and where they are found in the city. They will report back to class.


	http://score.rims.k12.ca.us/score_lessons/symbols_freedom/index.html (Select the Symbols of our Freedom link)
	Each group will draw (copy picture, etc.) of a symbol and write a short explanation of how these symbols are used and how they came into being. Students can use PowerPoint to make their presentations.
	MS PowerPoint software, computer, projector

	What is a Republican Government?
	
	
	http://new.civiced.org/wtp-the-program/curriculum/resource-center
	Have students read the Purpose, Terms, Biographies, and Court Cases, then answer questions you prepare.

 
	

	Conception/

competency
	Speaker
	Field Trips
	Web Sites
	Activities
	Resources

	Bill of Rights
	Local judge or lawyer
	Trip to courthouse to see visit a courtroom.


	http://palmettohawk.50megs.com/rights.htm

	Divide students into groups of three or four students. Each group will take a piece of butcher paper and make three headings: (1) Rights in School  (2) Rights at Home  (3) Rights in Public.

Students will then list 10 rights for each column. These could include rights such as loud music, large groups of friends gathering, prayer at home, etc. 

Students will then write to the side of each item in each list the number of the amendment that corresponds to the right listed.

The group will add one more right from an Amendment they had not used into one of the columns. 

Each group will present its lists to the class.


	Copy of the Bill of rights

Butcher paper markers or use a Smartboard if you have one

See lesson plan on the Bill of Rights below.

	Bill of Rights
	
	
	http://billofrightsinstitute.org/resources/educator-resources/bill-of-rights-day/

	Lesson plans, games, videos, and activities already written out.


	

	Conception/

competency
	Speaker
	Field Trips
	Web Sites
	Activities
	Resources

	Bill of Rights
	News reporter
	Television or radio station
	http://palmettohawk.50megs.com/rights.htm

	Students will locate and mount on paper three newspaper articles demonstrating current use of the Bill of Rights.

Have the students discuss which single right is most important. They should eventually realize that each right is as important as the next given the set of circumstances.

Students can discuss a criminal jury trial in the news and analyze the jury selection process.  Do a roll play.


	Newspaper, paper

	History, civics, government sites with lessons and information.


	
	
	http://www.kidsclick.org/topgeog.php 

http://www.americaslibrary.gov/ 
	A goldmine of activities and information and lesson plans

Provides access to a broad array of primary sources on amazing Americans, events in American history, the nation's states and capital, and American sports, hobbies, pastimes, movies, and music.      
Reading Level: 3-6 

	

	Famous Americans
	Look for local story tellers or actors that can visit classroom in costume and talk about a famous American.


	Local museum if it contains information and displays that depict Americans.
	http://www.americaslibrary.gov/aa/index.php 

http://onlymypride.blogspot.com/2007/07/homework-and-work-for-rest-of-this-week.html

	Allow students to do research on a famous American to teach the rest of the class. Use pictures, Web sites, interviews, etc.

Famous Americans Presidential Scavenger Hunt (use this site to find questions to create your hunt)
	

	Conception/

competency
	Speaker
	Field Trips
	Web Sites
	Activities
	Resources

	Political Cartoons
	
	
	http://teachinghistory.org/teaching-materials/teaching-guides/21733 
	This site contains a lesson plan for interpreting political cartoons in the history classroom.
	Newspaper with political cartoons

Copies of the Cartoon Analysis Checklist and other documents from the plan.


The Bill of Rights is for Us Today 

An Educator's Reference Desk Lesson Plan 



Submitted by: Jacque Peterson
School or Affiliation: Lehi Junior High School, Lehi, UT
Endorsed by: These lesson plans are the result of the work of the teachers who have attended the Columbia Education Center's Summer Workshop. CEC is a consortium of teacher from 14 western states dedicated to improving the quality of education in the rural, western, United States, and particularly the quality of math and science Education. CEC uses Big Sky Telegraph as the hub of their telecommunications network that allows the participating teachers to stay in contact with their trainers and peers that they have met at the Workshops. 

Date: May 1994 



Description: 

A bill of rights is needed in a free society in order to protect the rights of the individual from abuses by the government. Government rarely acts against the interests of the majority, and often the beneficiary of a specific decision is one of the minority. Yet, the entire society benefits from the protection of minority rights. Oftentimes protecting the minority causes great controversy, but each person benefits ultimately. We are all a part of some minority, whether it be race, religion, economics, political beliefs, or social beliefs. We all need our individual rights protected. 

Grade Level(s): 7, 8, 9 

Subject(s): 

· Social Studies/Civics 

Goal: 
The purpose of this activity is to acquaint the students with the guaranteed rights of the Bill of Rights, and assist them to see the application of these rights in their daily lives. 

Objectives: The students will be able to: 

1. Identify and locate the Bill of Rights. 

2. List the rights guaranteed in the Bill of Rights. 

3. Apply the rights to their daily lives. 

4. Learn the advantages and disadvantages of committee work. 

5. Use the newspaper to identify three rights currently being protected or questioned by the Bill of Rights. 

6. Memorize the titles or summary statements for the Bill of Rights. 

Materials: 

Newspapers, butcher paper, copy of the First Ten Amendments. 

Procedure: 

1. All students will individually list the rights guaranteed by the First Ten Amendments to the Constitution. These will be checked and discussed to insure all students understand these rights. 

A. The students will be separated into groups of three or four people, preferably with students of dissimilar interests. Each group will take a piece of butcher paper and make three headings: 

(1) Rights in School, (2) Rights at Home, and (3) Rights in Public. 

B. The students will then list ten rights for each column. These could include rights such as loud music, large groupings of friends, prayer at home, etc. 

C. The students will then write to the side of each item in each list the number of the amendment that corresponds to the right listed. 

D. The group will add one more right from an Amendment they had not used into one of the columns. 

E. Each group will present its lists to the class. 

F. Note--Add a rule that no group may ask the Instructor for clarification or information unless the whole group agrees on the question. Also, the whole group must agree before something can be written on the paper. 

2. The students will locate and mount on lined notebook paper three newspaper articles demonstrating current use of the Bill of Rights. 

3. The students will memorize the titles or summary statements of the Bill of Rights. These will be tested by written exam. 

Tying it All Together: 

1. Have each group orally present one newspaper article to the class. Follow up with a discussion. 

2. Test the students' ability to identify the titles and content of the Bill of Rights. 

3. Discuss the problems and advantages of committee work. 

4. Have the students discuss which one right is most important. They should eventually realize that each right is as important as the next, given the set of circumstances. 
Found at the Northwest LINCS site http://www.nwlincs.org/NWLINCSWeb/IdaEL.htm Links have been updated or replaced eff 8/6/2012


