
Wonder of the World 

For this project, you will write a paragraph and make a PowerPoint or Google Slideshow presentation about a “Wonder of the World,” – a modern or ancient structure such as a museum, building, sculpture, statue, bridge, canal, dam, temple, church, cathedral, castle, etc.  Your teacher will give you some ideas.

Part I.  Research: Use the internet to find information and take notes.
My Wonder __________________________________________________________________
What is it? ___________________________________________________________________
Where is it located?

____________________________________________________________________________

When was it built / constructed and by whom? ____________________________________________________________________________

Why or for whom was it built / constructed?

____________________________________________________________________________

How long did it take to build/construct?

____________________________________________________________________________

What are the dimensions? What is its size or other important features?

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Other important / interesting facts or details:

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

Why is this a “wonder of the world?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Part II.  Paragraph: Now write your paragraph by putting your information into sentences in paragraph form.  The teacher will help you.  Use some present and past passive sentences.
Sample Paragraph
Name

Date

Class 

Wonder of the World

Mt. Rushmore:  Faces in Stone


Mount Rushmore National Memorial is a gigantic stone sculpture located in the Black Hills of South Dakota, a state located in the middle northern part of the United States.  The monument celebrates America’s national heritage and commemorates four influential presidents in American history who made the foundation for the United States democracy:  George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Theodore Roosevelt, and Abraham Lincoln.  It was sculpted by Gutzon Borglum. The plan for the monument was to create a way to attract more visitors to the Black Hills area in the 1920s.  A team of more than 400 men and women began working on the monument began in 1927.  They used dynamite to sculpt 90% of the monument, so the work was very dangerous.  After clearing large pieces of stone, they used jackhammers and hand carving tools to carve the faces into the side of the granite mountain.  The workers had to face the extremes of the climate in this area, which is very hot in the summer and intensely cold in the winter.  Every day they had to climb 700 stairs to the top of the mountain.  Then they were lowered in special chairs that hung from thick wires. Even with the dangerous and hard working conditions, the workers were happy to have a job because at the time the United States was in the Depression. The monument was finally completed in 1941 by Borglum’s son because Borglum died.  Mount Rushmore National Monument is a wonder of the world because it is a remarkable, realistic sculpture that was difficult to make with the little tools and technology available.  It represents American courage, dreams, freedom, and greatness.   It reminds everyone that even the impossible is possible.
Wonder of the World Paragraph Checklist

Name of student(s) _______________________________

Format:  

· Title centered, top line

· First line indented

· Double spaced

Content:

· Title

· Topic sentence:  Identifies the wonder by name and tells the location and type of wonder (ancient, natural, modern, etc.)

· Brief description of the wonder (appearance, history, etc.)

· Conclusion:  explanation of why the place is a wonder

· No evidence of copying, plagiarism

Mechanics:

· Spelled checked and proofread

· Correct punctuation use

· Minimal grammar errors

Comments for revision:
Part III.  Presentation: Prepare a PowerPoint presentation of 5 to 10 (maximum) slides using the information from your paragraph.  Do not type all the sentences.  Use key words or phrases and images from clip art or the Internet.  You may work with a classmate who has the same topic. The teacher will show you a sample presentation. 

Wonder of the World Presentation Evaluation
Name of student(s) _______________________________

Visual Aide type: _________________________

· Title:  Name of wonder, name of student(s)

· Map showing location of wonder
· Graphics, pictures of the wonder
Presentation content:  

· Introduced self or team members

· Identified the name and location of the wonder
· Identified the type of the wonder 
· Briefly described the wonder  (history, appearance, unique/interesting features)

· Conclusion

Presentation delivery:

· Evidence of preparation

· Spoke clearly and comprehensibly

· Used appropriate volume and pace

· Made eye contact

· Used visual aide effectively
Comments:
