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Fantastic Places in the USA: Devil’s Tower

Location: Devil’s Tower is located in northeastern Wyoming.

How it was formed: This 1000-foot tall monolith was formed by molten igneous rock at the
throat of a volcano. It was shaped by wind and water over time. The outer layers of the
volcano were worn away, and what stands now is the hard core of the volcano.

Interesting facts: According to native American Legend, Devils Tower was formed by
supernatural powers. The legend says that seven girls were attacked by bears and ran to the
top. The Rock God made the rock grow so that it rose and the girls were safe, while the rock’s
gouges on the sides were formed by the bear clawing and scratching at it to try to get to the
girls. The legend says that the girls can be seen above the rock on a clear evening as seven
bright stars.

Devils Tower was named the United States’ first national monument by Theodore Roosevelt in
1906. Today it is a park enjoyed by rock climbers.
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